
 

 

 

Origins of Iridology 

 
The true originator of Iridology was a Hungarian physician named Ignatz von 

Peczely. 

 

                                                  
 

At 11 years of age Dr. von Peczely noticed an owl in a tree in his backyard. He tried to 

catch the owl. He accidentally broke one of the owl's legs. He then noticed a dark stripe 

develop in the lower part of the owl's iris. Dr. von Peczely dressed the owl's leg and 

nursed it back to health and let it go. However, the owl stayed around and later he noticed 

the appearance of white and crooked lines in the part of the iris where the dark stripe had 

been.  

 

                              Thus, The Birth of Iridology was about 1861!  

 

                                                    
 
At the same time Dr. von Peczely was involved with his owl, Nils Liljequist of Sweden, 

14 years old, was vaccinated and became sick with enlargement of the lymph glands of 

the neck, coughing, malaria, influenza and pains in the limbs. He was treated with 

external applications of iodine and was finally prescribed Quinine. As years passed he 

observed his irises changing more and more and in 1871 he published a paper entitled: 

"Quinine And Iodine Change The Color Of The Iris; I Formerly Had Blue Eyes, They 

Are Now A Greenish Color With Reddish Spots". In 1864 he broke 2 ribs and noticed the 

changes in his iris. In 1893 he published an atlas with 258 black and white drawings and 

12 colored double-iris drawings called "Diagnosis From The Eye". 
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